GUS WUSTEMANN
THE PAVILION HOUSE

Buchberg, Switzerland
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Context

This house is situated in Buchberg, a rural
village near Zurich in Switzerland. The
typology of the houses in this village is dom-
inated by the local gable roof of the rural
tarmer buildings. These houses traditionally
have a massive base and a wooden roof con-
struction, a house made out of stone and
wood. The roof typically cantilevers to all
sides of che facades, creating a covered outside
zone in front of the house. Like a Pavilion the
roof shelters the open space ground floor. The
house was planned for a family in the
village.

Pragmatic and Sensual

We adapred chis roof typology and created a
large open space over the ground floor, almost
like a barn, just sheltering what is supposed
to be the living area. Half of this ground
floor space is inside space and the other half
outside space covered by the roof. In the
summer the living area doubles in size, slid-
ing windows open and join the outside area
underneath the roof. We adapted the prag-
matism of the local building tradition in a
hybrid of raw concrete and wood.

Morphology—Concrete and Wood
Morphologically it is a hybrid of concrete and
wood. A concrete skeleton is the bearing
scructure and carries the preconstrucred
rimber roof. All the materials inside and out-
side remain raw, just wood and concrete. The
first floor with its sleeping rooms, is entirely
out of wood. The plinch is of concrete and
contains a dental practice. The ground floor is
a living space under one big barn roof, which
cantilevers to all sides and cherefore connects
the surroundings wich the living area.
Economically optimized interventions by
reducing all the technical installations of the
building to a minimum—in Swiss sctan-
dards—we focus on a couple of intervencions
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that add major value to the qualicy of che
living space. These are sliding windows and
built-in benches as the communicartive ele-
ment of the concrete topography.

Sustainability and Simplicity

The use of mostly recycled concrete and local
wood enabled a modest carbon footprint.
The rawness of che construction is a reference
to the traditional pragmaric way of building;

How is it buile, no hierarchy of materials or
esthetics. Simplicity is the way to go.

Craftsmanship

In addicion to mention the excellent work
and teamwork of everyone who was involved,
we would like to say a special thank you to
the foreman Samuel Janser. Unforcunately he
has mever seen his work, as he lost his life in
a tragic traffic accident.
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Sectional details 5=1:80
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I | Gus Wastemann, principal-in-charge;
4,00 | 6,00 l 2.40 Bianca Kilian, Daniel Pelach,
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i - Consultants: Bomn Partner AG., structural;
| i Frei + Partner Haustechnikplanung AG,
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UK Dieh Fist | " Korinth, fumniture
H | Structural system: concrete + wood
| Major materials: concrete, wood
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View from master bedroom  ERESEH B OHED
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